REE (BEEILZIAF 2011 F—2RS0E)

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
‘Someone to see you, Mr Hedley.’
‘Who is he? What does he want?’
‘He says he will explain that when he sees you.’
“Tell him to make an appointment.’
‘He says it is very urgent, Mr Hedley.’
‘Oh very well, send him in.’
The stranger was a thickset man. He might have been a rugby player. His first words startled Hedley.
“The first thing I notice about a person, sir, is their shoes,” he said.
“What?’

‘(v You can tell a lot about a person by their shoes,’ the stranger said. ‘Put it this way. They say that first

impressions are the most important. What do you notice when you first meet someone, sir?’

‘Look, I’'m a busy man. What is it you want, exactly?’

‘I notice shoes. What do you notice, sir?’

Perhaps he was a madman. Hedley thought it better to answer his question.

‘Oh, I don’t know. Their looks. Their clothes. The way they speak. I’ve never really thought about it.’

‘Looks? Do you mean ugly people are bad people?’

‘Well, no. I just meant...’

‘As to the way people dress, sir. Well, fashions change so quickly. And you never know whether you are
looking at a fashion-house original or a cheap factory-produced copy.’

Hedley looked at the stranger’s suit. Dark blue, smart, ordinary.

‘OK, I agree, but one thing people can’t change is the way they speak,” Hedley said.

‘So, someone comes to you for a job. They have a strong regional accent. So what?’

‘I’m talking about speaking correctly. You know, grammar, etc. I can’t stand people who say things like
‘If I'd have known... or ‘Between you and I...

@ Then you obviously can’t stand a lot of your fellow citizens!

‘But, you are saying that the best way to judge someone is by looking at their shoes,” Hedley said. ‘That
sounds even crazier.’

Despite himself, Hedley was curious to hear what the man had to say. Hedley wondered about his own
shoes. What did they tell the man? Were they in good taste? What about their condition? Hedley polished
his shoes every morning, but there might be (c)a speck of dirt on them. He hoped the man wouldn’t look at
them, but he did.

“Your shoes, for instance, sir,” the man said. ‘About five years’ old, I’d say, Leather. Excellent quality.
They have laces, they’re not slip-ons. And you keep them in good condition.’

So, (mywhat does that tell you?’ Hedley asked. The stranger was beginning to irritate Hedley.




‘I think you’re a man who likes the best, sir,” the stranger replied. “You’re a man who looks after his
things. You’re not lazy. You’re a busy man...” He paused then added: ‘... and a very careful one.’
‘Perhaps,” Hedley said, feeling uncomfortable now. ‘Now, let me see what I can tell about you from your
shoes.’

He got up to look. The man was wearing heavy black boots, polished so hard you could see your face in
them. They looked like the sort soldiers wear. Or policemen...

Hedley sighed. ‘Ah, officer, I was expecting a visit from your people sooner or later. I suppose, as you
people say, “The game’s up”.’

‘I’m afraid so, sir. You’ll have to come with me to the police station to answer some questions about the
disappearance of large sums of money from this company’s bank account.’

Obviously, for a careful man, Hedley had not been careful enough, shoes or no shoes.

(Excerpted from Happy Days and Other Very Short Stories by Jake Allsop)
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a. The man made an appointment before he came to Mr Hedley’s office. (T/ F)
b. The man and Mr Hedley talked about how they got their first impressions on other people. (T/F)

¢. Mr Hedley expected policemen to come, so he noticed it by looking at the man’s face. (T/F)



